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ings, as well as reports of events and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on 
the organizers of meetings to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports of local activities in the history of mathematics. Unneces- 
sary duplication may be avoided by checking with the Editor or the nearest member of the 
International Commission listed on the back cover of Historic Mathematicu before submit- 
ting reports to this department. 
18th International Congress on the History of Science 
By C. J. Scriba 
Institut fir Geschichte der Naturwissenschajien, Mathematik und Technik, Universitiit Hamburg, 
BundesstraJe 55, 2000 Hamburg 13, Federal Republic of Germany 
The First Circular for the XVIIIth International Congress on the History of 
Science, which will take place in Hamburg and Munich from 1 to 9 August, 1989, 
is now being distributed by the National Commissions and Societies for the His- 
tory of Science and Technology. Please ask for your copy, if you have not yet 
received one, and return the reply card to Hamburg. The Second Circular will be 
mailed in the fall of 1988 directly to all colleagues who by returning the reply card 
have expressed interest in further information. 
The Second National Chinese Conference for 
History of Mathematics 
By Li Zhaohua 
Department of Mathematics. Tianjin Normal University, China 
AND 
Liu Dun 
Institute of History of Natural Science, Accademia Sinica, China 
The Second National Chinese Conference for History of Mathematics was held 
at Huhehote, Inner Mongolia, from August 28 to September 2, 1985. Eighty-two 
representatives from colleges, universities, and institutes attended the confer- 
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ence. Professor Li Di, a councilor of the Association of History of Mathematics in 
China, offered the opening words and reported on the 17th International Congress 
of History of Science held at Berkeley, California (U.S.A.), in August 1985. 
Professor Liang Zongju, also a councilor of the Association, reported on the 
development of research on history of mathematics following the First National 
Conference held in 1981 at Dalian. All who attended were pleased with the 
progress of research on the history of mathematics. Some attending the confer- 
ence were young men who were postgraduates, which indicates that there will be 
well-informed successors in the next generation of Chinese historians of mathe- 
matics. 
In all, a total of 78 papers were presented at the conference. In addition to 
papers on foreign and Chinese mathematics, minority nationalities and local histo- 
ries were discussed. Generally speaking, many representatives were interested in 
the subject of Chinese mathematics and the comparison of its development with 
that of mathematics in the rest of the world. All representatives agreed that 
additional study of this subject would be helpful in furthering Chinese schools of 
mathematics with certain characteristics. Some representatives of minority na- 
tionalities reported on mathematics education in Mongolia and works of Manchu 
mathematicians. Interesting reports on the relation between mathematics and 
philosophy, politics, economics, culture, etc., were presented. Symposia on 
mathematics education and the history of mathematics among minority nationali- 
ties and in specific regions, as well as on local histories, were held during the 
conference. 
Members of the Association agreed that Prof. Yan Donjie (Institute of History 
of Natural Science, Accademia Sinica) should continue to serve as President of 
the Association. Four scholars were named as Associate Presidents: Du Shiran 
(Institute of History of Natural Science, Accademia Sinica), Li Di (Inner Mongo- 
lia Normal University), Shen Kangshen (Hang Zhou University), and Liang 
Zongju (Liao Ning Normal University). 
AUTHORS AND TITLES OF PAPERS PRESENTED 
1. Li Jimin: “The Evolution of the ‘Hundred Fowls’ Problem.” 
2. Xu Yifu: “The Development of Tensor Calculus and the General Theory of Relativity.” 
3. Yang Xunqian: “From Indivisible Points to Relativity.” 
4. Shen Kangshen: “Seki Kowa and Li Shaman: Formulas for the Sum of Natural Numbers.” 
5. Wu Yubin: “Mathematical Research of Scholars in Yang Zhou during the Qing Dynasty.” 
6. Cheng Jinhua: “Comparison of Ancient Chinese Mathematics and Greek Mathematics: A Prelimi- 
nary Study.” 
7. Luo Zuying: “Historical Lessons from the Rise and Decline of Three Schools of Mathematics in 
Europe.” 
8. Zhang Hongguang: “Chern Sheengshen: The Great Master of Geometry.” 
9. Guo Shirong: “A Study of Li Rui’s Guan Mao Ju Diary.” 
10. Luo Jianjin: “The Chinese Game of Nim.” 
11. Li Peiye: “Recent Studies on the History of the Chinese Abacus.” 
12. Li Wenlin: “Hilbert and Unified Field Theory.” 
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13. Li Wenming: “Huang Zongxian’s Proof of the Chinese Remainder Theorem (Sunzi Theorem) and 
the Qiu Yi Method.” 
14. Zhu Shuilin: “Formalization: The Development of Mathematical Logic.” 
15. Kong Guoping: “A Study of Li Ye’s Yi-Gu Yan-Duan.” 
16. Gao Honglin: “The Arabic Mathematician Al-Khowarizmi in the Middle Ages.” 
17. Zhou Jincai: “Characteristics of Traditional Chinese Mathematics.” 
18. Yang Yonggen: “The Introduction of Trigonometric Symbols.” 
19. Guo Shirong: “The Mathematical Thought of Luo Shi Lin.” 
20. Du Ruizhi: “On the Development of Arabic Algebra in the Middle Ages.” 
21. Tan Xiangbai: “A Brief History of Recreational Mathematics.” 
22. Guo Shuchun: “Textual Studies of the Editions of Jiu-Zhang Suan-Shu in the Qing Dynasty.” 
23. Yang Xunqian: “Zero: Does it Express Something or Nothing?” 
24. Yang Xunqian: “Why Wasn’t a Systematic Theory of Geometry Created by the Chinese?” 
25. Tan Xiangbai: “The Challenge of Making Mathematics Useful.” 
26. Xu Kang: “The Discovery and Analysis of Some Historical Materials About Ding Quzhong and 
Others.” 
27. Duan Bangning: “The Characteristics of Qin Jiushao’s Algorithm for Solving Simultaneous Linear 
Congruences and Their Programming.” 
28. Hu Bingsheng: “On the Mathematical School of Anhui during the Qing Dynasty.” 
29. Liu Jiemin: “The Meaning of the Character ‘Shi’ and the Liu HuiiZu Geng Principle.” 
30. Liu Dun: “Ptolemy’s Analemma and Mei Wending’s The Transformation of Three Poles.” 
31. Hu Xuexi: “The Origin of n = 3927/1250 in Ancient China.” 
32. Wang Qingjiam: “Effects of the Natural Environment and Social Conditions upon Systems of 
Numeration.” 
33. Zhu Ling: “Liu Hui’s Commentaries on the Gou-gu Chapter of Jiu-Zhang Suan-Shu and Their 
Relation to the Methods of Hai-Dao Suan-Jin.” 
34. Shen Yonghuan: “On the Comparison of Newton’s and Leibniz’s Contributions to the Calculus.” 
35. Luo Jianjin: “The Oldest Magic Square in the World.” 
36. Du Dingjiu: “Abel and Completion of the Theory of Real Infinite Series.” 
37. Lao Hansheng: “A Problem Concerning the Source of the Structure and Method of the Jiu-Zhang 
Suan-Shu.” 
38. Sui Qiusheng: “A Brief History of Traditional Chinese Decimals.” 
39. Ling Hongchun: “The History of Mathematics and Mathematical Teaching in Secondary 
Schools.” 
40. Li Di: “Unsolved Problems in the History of Chinese Mathematics.” 
41. Du Dingjiu: “Primitive Derivations of Area Formulas in Jiu-Zhang Suan-Shu and Liu Hui’s 
Commentaries on It.” 
42. Feng Lisheng: “A Preliminary Study of the Contents of Shu-Sk Ji-Yi and Zen Luan’s Commen- 
taries.” 
43. Feng Lisheng: “Fermat and Analytic Geometry.” 
44. Gao Xiyao: “A Study on Wu Zaiyuan-in Memory of the Fiftieth Anniversary of His Death.” 
45. Ou-Yang Jiang: “A Study of the Essence of Mathematics-an Historical Point of View.” 
46. Liu Yi: “The Closed Square Canopy and the Liu HuiiZu Geng Principle.” 
47. Zhou Hanguang: “On Li Ye’s Scientific Thought.” 
48. Ma Li: “Preliminary Studies on Some Problems of Babylonian Mathematics.” 
49. Liu Yi: “A Survey of Classical Mathematical Discoveries, Systematization and Development 
during the Qing Middle Period.” 
50. Lao Hansheng: “On the Earliest Probability Treatise in the World.” 
51. Na Risu: “Bo Qi’s Logical Method.” 
52. Xu Xintong: “Place Determination in the Extraction of Roots Originated by Sun Zi Suan Jing,” 
53. Wang Yixun: “Studies on the Da-Yan Qiu-Yi-Shu Method in the Qing Dynasty: A Remark on the 
Shortcomings of Qin Jiushao’s Conception of Yan-Shu-Ge.” 
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54. Wu Zhaowei: “Development of the Mathematical School of Southern Anhui during the Ming and 
Qing Dynasties.” 
55. Liu Jiemin: “Xia Luanxiang, a Famous Mathematician of the Qing Dynasty.” 
56. Liu Changchun: “Some Contributions of Xia Luanxiang on the Calculation of Ellipses.” 
57. Gao Zhem-u: “Philosophical Thought in the Sun Zi Suan Jing.” 
58. Li Zhaohua: “A Review of the Mathematical Works of Dong Fangli.” 
59. Liang Zongju: “Some Misunderstandings of the Mathematician Zu Chongzhi (Tsu Chung-Chih).” 
60. Wang Jianmin and He Shaogeng: “Yi Xing’s Geometrical Method of Computing of Bei-Ji 
Gao-Du.” 
61. Wang Jianmin and He Shaogeng: “An Important Theorem of Geometry in Ancient China.” 
62. Pan Youfa: “On the Emendation of the Jiu-Zhang Suan-Shu.” 
63. Pan Youfa: “The History of Mathematical Competition.” 
64. Zhou Shuqi: “A Concise History of the Development of the Calculus.” 
65. Feng Ligui: “Research on Shu-Shu Ji-Yi.” 
66. Lu Jiejing: “Paying More Attention to the Effect of the History of Mathematics in Teaching.” 
67. Yu Zuti: “A Preliminary Study of the History of Chinese Mathematics in High School.” 
68. Bai Shangshu: “A Research Survey of Qin Jiushao’s Muthemuticul Works in Nine Chapters.” 
69. Bai Shangshu: “An Analysis of the Meaning of the Character ‘Shi’ in the Jiu-Zhung Sunn-Shu.” 
70. Lu Sixian and Li Di: “Calculating Instruments in Early Ancient China.” 
71. MO-De Le-Tu: “A History of Textbooks on Mongolian Mathematics in the Inner Mongolian 
Normal University.” 
72. Luo Jianjin: “The Games Juanmen and Siwei in Ancient China.” 
73. Yuan Xiaoming: “The Development of Mathematics in Japan.” 
74. Fu Tinfang: “The Source of Jia Xian’s Triangle and Extraction of Roots by the Zen Cheng Method 
and the Relations between Them.” 
75. Guo Xihan: “A Comparison of Archimedes’ and Liu Hui’s Methods of Approximating Areas of 
Circles Using Regular Polygons.” 
76. Dong Zhangwei: “Fermat’s Conjecture.” 
77. Yuan Guizhen: “Achievements of Ogura Kinnosuke.” 
78. Guo Jinbin: “A Study of the Yen Pao Tu Shuo.” 
In addition to the above participants in the conference for history of mathemat- 
ics, Zhang Dianzhou, Wei Genren, He Bochuan, Wang Yusheng, Yan Binghai, 
Chen Guoming, Zhu Xuzhi, and Chen Weihan were present and made presenta- 
tions. 
The International Symposium on the History and Education of 
Mathematics Using Chinese Characters (ISHEM) 
Kiryu, Japan, August 7-9, 1987 
By Yoshimasa Michiwaki 
The Faculty of Technology, Gunma Uniuersity. Kiryu, Gunmu 376, Jupan 
At the opening ceremony Yoshimasa Michiwaki, chairperson of the organiza- 
tion committee, talked about the origin of Wasan. Shuntaro Ito of the University 
